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FAUNA 
 
 
 
 

CHORDATA 

MAMMALIA 

CARNIVORA 

Canidae 

Proposal  15.1 by Switzerland as Depositary 
Government 

 

Canis lupus 
 

Wolf 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Addition of an annotation to the species Canis lupus listed in Appendices I and II reading: 



"Excludes the domesticated form and the dingo which are referenced as Canis lupus familiaris and 
Canis lupus dingo" 

 
 
 
 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 

This proposal can only be supported because neither dogs as pets nor the Australian dingo meet the 
criteria for listing in the CITES appendices. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Felidae 
 

Application 15.02 by the USA 
Lynx rufus 
Bobcat 

 

 
 
Deletion from Appendix II 

 

DCSP recommends: Oppose 
 
 
 
 

This is the third time in a row that the USA is proposing to delete the bobcat from Appendix II. The 
quality of the data is decreasing successively. The proposal is thus not getting better with age. The 
bobcat, occurring in several subspecies in North America, is the most common species of cat in North 
America and is widely distributed. The total population is estimated at approx. 1 million individuals. 
However, this figure must be treated with caution as the population densities of bobcat are subject to 
severe regional fluctuation. 



It seemed interesting that the last proposal at the 14th Conference of the Parties only indicated figures 
for trade relevance and export quantities over lengthier periods but not for specific years. However, the 
proposal from the 13th Conference of the Parties indicates that trade has increased greatly since 
2001. The present proposal does not give any new trade data at all. Recent studies on the impact of 
increased hunting are not described. No evidence is given whether this increasing demand has a 
negative impact on the populations. 

 

 
 

The main problem, however, is the look-alike problem. The goods usually in trade is almost impossible 
to distinguish from other lynx species, above all from the Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) in danger of 

extinction in many countries. Characteristically, a large amount of furs are traded as "Lynx sp.". 
Therefore, it is recommended to keep the bobcat in Appendix II and to keep trade in controlled, 
regulated channels. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ursidae 
Proposal  15.3 by the USA 

 

Ursus maritimus 
 

Polar Bear 
 

 



Transfer from Appendix II to Appendix I 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
 
 

 
Trade in polar bear derivatives averages 2000 specimens per year. Most are taken from wild animals. 
The natural habitat, the Arctic, can be expected to decline dramatically as a result of global warming. 
Increasing extraction of crude oil and natural gas also impacts on the animals. On the other hand, the 
estimated population of 10,000 in the 1960s has increased to approx. 20,000-25,000 animals. 
However, in view of the above-mentioned destruction of their habitat, it will probably not be possible to 
maintain this positive trend and any trade puts unnecessary pressure on the population. 

 
The IUCN also classifies the polar bear as endangered and expects a decline in numbers of more than 
30% over a period of three generations (approx. 45 years). Of the nineteen putative populations, only 
two can be regarded as increasing and five as stable. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROBOSCIDEA 

Elephantidae 

Proposal  15.4 by Tanzania 
Loxodonta africana 
African Elephant 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Transfer the population of the United Republic of Tanzania from Appendix I to Appendix II with an 
annotation to read: 

 
"For the exclusive purpose of the following: 



a.) trade in hunting trophies for non-commercial purposes; 
 

 
 

b)  trade  in  registered raw  ivory (whole  tusks  and  pieces)  subject  to  the  following: 
i) a one-off sale of 89,848.74 kg from registered government-owned stocks, originating in 
Tanzania (excluding seized ivory and ivory of unknown origin); 

 
ii) only to trading partners that have been already designated by the Standing Committee, 
as having sufficient national legislation and domestic trade controls to ensure that the 
imported ivory will not be re-exported and will be managed in accordance with all 
requirements  of  Resolution  Conf.  10.10  (Rev.  CoP14)  concerning  domestic 
manufacturing and trade. These are Japan designated as a trading partner at the 54th 
meeting (Geneva, October 2006), and China designated as a trading partner at the 57th 
meeting (SC57, Geneva, July 2008); 

 
iii)  not  before the  Secretariat has  verified the  registered government-owned stocks; 
iv) the proceeds of the trade are used exclusively for elephant conservation, community 
conservation and development programmes within or adjacent to the elephant range in 
Tanzania; 
v) Tanzania will not present further proposals to allow trade in elephant ivory from its 
population in Appendix II to the Conference of the Parties for the period from CoP15 and 
ending six years from the date of the single sale of ivory that is to take place in 
accordance with provisions in paragraphs b) i), b) ii), b) iii), b) iv). In addition such further 
proposal  shall   be   dealt   with   in   accordance  with   Decisions   14.77   and   14.78; 
c) trade in raw hides; 

 
d)  trade  in  live  animals  to  appropriate  and  acceptable  destinations,  as  defined  in 
Resolution Conf. 11.20. 

 
The Standing Committee can decide to cause the trade in a), b), c) and d) above to cease partially or 
completely in the event of non-compliance by exporting or importing countries, or in the case of proven 
detrimental impacts of the trade on other elephant populations as may be proposed by the CITES 
Secretariat. 

 
All other specimens shall be deemed to be specimens of species included in Appendix I and the trade 
in them shall be regulated accordingly". 

 

DCSP recommends: Withdraw 
 

A joint African proposal was elaborated in eight-day marathon meetings at the 14th Conference of the 
Parties in The Hague (The Netherlands) and all of the proposals that had been submitted were 
withdrawn. The joint proposal contains a nine-year moratorium and then export of ivory stocks 
registered up to that date in a single shipment to Japan. The resolution was welcomed with much 
relief, this was the first time that an all-African compromise had been found that was to put a stop to 
the regular "Elephant circus" at every Conference, at least for a time. Annulling such a resolution 
would make a mockery of the Washington Convention if the Parties involved rely solely on their short- 
term memory. After all, the aim cannot be to concentrate almost all effort on a single species at the 
Conferences. 
If the efforts that went into the all-African compromise at the 14th Conference of the Parties are now 
worthless, DCSP rejects  this proposal. After the representatives of Tanzania (and Zambia) at the last 

Conference of the Parties realised that the countries of southern Africa can dispose of their stockpiles 
in a profitable manner, Tanzania would also like to get in on the business. The proposal also includes 
a six-year moratorium. However, this can only be seen as worthless as the proponent also ignores the 
moratorium agreed at CoP 14. Up to 38,000 elephants are still being poached every year, and so far 
any proposal allowing trade in ivory or other products led to an increase in poaching and smuggling. 
In accordance with the compromise elaborated at CoP 14,  ALL elephant proposals can only be made 

after the moratorium at the 18th Conference of the Parties, and until then all proposals at CoP 15 
through CoP 16 should be withdrawn. 



 
 

Proposal  15.5 by Zambia 
Loxodonta africana 
African Elephant 

 

 
 
Transfer of the population of Zambia from Appendix I to Appendix II for the exclusive 
purposes of allowing: 

 
a) trade in hunting trophies for non-commercial purposes; 

 
b) trade in live animals to appropriate and acceptable destinations, as defined in 
Resolution Conf. 11.20; 

 
c) trade in raw hides; 

 
d) trade in registered raw ivory subject to the following: 

 
i) a one-off sale of 21,692.23 kg as ivory from registered government-owned stocks, 

originating in Zambia (excluding seized ivory and ivory of unknown origin); 

ii) only to trading partners that have already been designated by the Standing 
Committee, as having sufficient national legislation and domestic trade controls to 
ensure that the imported ivory will not be re-exported and will be managed in 
accordance with all requirements of Resolution Conf. 10.10 (Rev. CoP14) concerning 
domestic manufacturing and trade: these are Japan designated as a trading partner 
at the 54th meeting (SC54 Geneva, October 2006), and China designated as a 
trading partner at the 57th meeting (SC57, Geneva, July 2008); 

 
iii) not before the Secretariat has verified the registered government-owned stocks; 



iv) the proceeds of the trade are used exclusively for elephant conservation and 
community conservation and development programmes within or adjacent to the 
elephant range in Zambia; 

 
v) on a proposal from the Secretariat, the Standing Committee can decide to cause 
this trade to cease partially or completely in the event of non-compliance by exporting 
or importing countries, or in the case of proven detrimental impacts of the trade on 
other elephant populations. All other specimens shall be deemed to be specimens of 
species included in Appendix I and the trade in them shall be regulated accordingly. 

 

DCSP recommends: Withdraw 
 
A joint African proposal was elaborated in eight-day marathon meetings at the 14th 
Conference of the Parties in The Hague (The Netherlands) and all of the proposals 
that had been submitted were withdrawn. The joint proposal contains a nine-year 
moratorium and then export of ivory stocks registered up to that date in a single 
shipment to Japan. The resolution was welcomed with much relief, this was the first 
time that an all-African compromise had been found that was to put a stop to the 
regular "Elephant circus" at every Conference, at least for a time. Annulling such a 
resolution would make a mockery of the Washington Convention if the Parties 
involved rely solely on their short-term memory. After all, the aim cannot be to 
concentrate   almost   all   effort   on   a   single   species   at   the   Conferences. 
If the efforts that went into the all-African compromise at the 14th Conference of the 
Parties are now worthless, DCSP rejects  this proposal. After the representatives of 
Zambia (and Tanzania) at the last Conference of the Parties realised that the 
countries of southern Africa can dispose of their stockpiles in a profitable manner, 
Zambia would also like to get in on the business. This proposal does not include a 
moratorium, which is an act of honesty. After all, the moratorium agreed at CoP 14 is 
already being ignored. Up to 38,000 elephants are still being poached every year, 
and so far any proposal allowing trade in ivory or other products led to an increase in 
poaching and smuggling. 

 

 
 

In accordance with the compromise elaborated at CoP 14,  ALL elephant proposals 
can only be made after the moratorium at the 18th Conference of the Parties, and 
until then all proposals at CoP 15 through CoP 16 should be withdrawn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposal  15.6 by Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Mali 
and Sierra Leone 

 

Loxodonta africana 
African Elephant 



 

 
 
i) Remove the following paragraph from the annotation regarding the populations of 
Loxodonta africana of Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe: 

 

 
 

h) no further proposals to allow trade in elephant ivory from populations already in 
Appendix II shall be submitted to the Conference of the Parties for the period from 
CoP14 and ending nine years from the date of the single sale of ivory that is to take 
place in accordance with provisions in paragraphs g) i), g) ii), g) iii), g) vi) and g) vii). 
In addition such further proposals shall be dealt with in accordance with Decisions 
14.77 and 14.78. 

 
ii)  Include  an  annotation  regarding   ALL  populations  of  Loxodonta  africana,  as 
follows: 

 
"No further proposals concerning trade in African elephant ivory, including proposals 
to downlist elephant populations from Appendix I to Appendix II, shall be submitted to 
the Conference of the Parties for the period from CoP14 and ending twenty years 
from the date of the single sale of ivory that took place in November 2008. Following 
this twenty year resting period, any elephant proposals shall be dealt with in 
accordance with Decisions 14.77 and 14.78." 

 
iii) Remove paragraph (f) in the annotation to the CITES Appendices governing the 
elephant populations of Namibia and Zimbabwe: 

 
f) trade in individually marked and certified ekipas incorporated in finished jewellery 
for non-commercial purposes for Namibia and ivory carvings for non-commercial 
purposes for Zimbabwe. 



DCSP recommends: Withdraw 
 
 
 
 
A joint African proposal was elaborated in eight-day marathon meetings at the 14th 
Conference of the Parties in The Hague (The Netherlands) and all of the proposals 
that had been submitted were withdrawn. The joint proposal contains a nine-year 
moratorium and then export of ivory stocks registered up to that date in a single 
shipment to Japan. The resolution was welcomed with much relief, this was the first 
time that an all-African compromise had been found that was to put a stop to the 
regular "Elephant circus" at every Conference, at least for a time. Annulling such a 
resolution would make a mockery of the Washington Convention if the Parties 
involved rely solely on their short-term memory. After all, the aim cannot be to 
concentrate   almost   all   effort   on   a   single   species   at   the   Conferences. 
If the efforts that went into the all-African compromise at the 14th Conference of the 
Parties are now worthless, DCSP supports this proposal. The proposal makes it 
clear that the proposal is to be seen as a counterpart to the other two elephant 
proposals, if the laboriously negotiated compromise is to be undermined. Objectively, 
it would of course make more sense to prolong the moratorium to twenty years, as up 
to 38,000 elephants are still being poached every year, and all proposals made so far 
led to an increase in poaching and smuggling. 

 
In accordance with the compromise elaborated at CoP 14,  ALL elephant proposals 
can only be made after the moratorium at the 18th Conference of the Parties, and 
until then all proposals at CoP 15 through CoP 16 should be withdrawn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AVES 

ANSERIFORMES 

Anatidae 

Proposal  15.7 by Switzerland as Depositary 
Government 

 

Anas 'oustaleti' 
 

Mariana Mallard 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Deletion from Appendix I 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
 
 

 
The Mariana Mallard is a hybrid between the Common Mallard and the Grey Duck. 
As a hybrid, the species does not meet the CITES criteria approved at the 14th 
Conference of the Parties in The Hague. What is more, the species is considered 
extinct as there have been no confirmed sightings since the beginning of the 1970s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROCODYLIA 

Crocodylidae 

Proposal  15.08 by Belize and Mexico 
Crocodylus moreletii 
Morelet's Crocodile 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Transfer from Appendix I to Appendix II with a zero quota for wild specimens 
 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
Mexico's proposal to transfer the Morelet's Crocodile to Appendix II was already 
made at the 11th Conference of the Parties in Kenya in 2000. At that time a ranching 
programme was being set up with 40 adult individuals. The distribution of the species 
is restricted to coastal lagoons, swamps and rivers in Mexico, Belize and northern 
Guatemala and the Gulf of Mexico. Reckless hunting of the species in the middle of 
the last century led to a drastic population decline. Thanks to protection measures, 
wild populations have been slowly recovering since the 1980s in some areas of 
Mexico and Belize. With the exception of some reserves, the wild populations can still 
be said to be small. There is a still a problem with poaching and illegal export, above 
all to the USA. The unclear status of the Guatemalan populations also needs closer 
examination. 

 
However, above all Mexico has set up a successful ranching programme in the past 
fifteen years. Subject to contradictory information during the Conference of the 
Parties, the Proposal can be supported. 



Proposal  15.09 by Egypt 
Crocodylus niloticus 
Nile crocodile 

 

 
 
Transfer of the Egyptian population from Appendix I to Appendix II 

 

DCSP recommends: Oppose 
 
Fifty years ago, the Nile crocodile was on the verge of extinction in Egypt. It is not 
possible to talk about a "population" as these animals form a single genetic group 
with the Sudanese animals. The crocodile has only recovered in the "Lake Nasser" 
area, the dammed-up area of the Assuan Dam, while the species is largely extinct in 
all other sections of the Egyptian Nile (1500 km in all). The number of individuals on 
the 8000 km² artificial lake is estimated to be 6000 - 30,000, which is roughly the 
density of Egyptian fishermen. This great uncertainty regarding actual figures is not 
surprising as it is based on a projection from 386 sightings ï including juvenile 
animals ï over the past two years. With the species largely eradicated in Egypt, it is 
of course not possible to give any data regarding population trends. There is no 
ranching   programme   and   monitoring   only   began   last   year   (386   sightings). 



SAURIA 

Agamidae 

Proposal  15.10 by Israel 
 

Uromastyx ornata 
 

Ornate Spiny-tailed Lizard 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Transfer from Appendix II to Appendix I 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
 
 
 
This  attractive  Agamid  occurs  in  two  subspecies  in  four  countries.  The  total 
population is constantly decreasing and although only Israel has provided detailed 
findings, the situation will be no different in other the other range states. While there 
were still several thousand specimens living in southern Israel in 2000, there are 
currently only a few hundred left. Probably only a maximum of 20% of the original 
total population still exists. There are four reasons for the rapid decline in the total 
population. The main cause is the international pet trade in this splendid species, 
above all because there is great demand. The species is particularly popular in North 
America, the EU and Japan. There is regular captive breeding of this species but the 
demand is far greater, thus leading to repeated harvesting from the wild. The species 
is regularly on sale at reptile markets, although it is always claimed that the animals 
are all captive bred, which DCSP strongly doubts. Trade in this species is particularly 



flourishing among illegal traders from Eastern European states. Great pressure is 
also caused by traditional superstitious medicine. Bedouins also eat this species. 
Mortality on roads is another factor contributing to decline. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposal  15.11 by Honduras 
Ctenosaura bakeri 
Baker's Spinytail Iguana 

 

 
 

 

C. oedirhina 
Roatán Spinytail Iguana 



 

 
 

C. melanosterna 
Honduran Paleate Spinytail Iguana 

 

 

 
Inclusion in Appendix II 

 
 
 

 

DCSPrecommends: 



All three species of spinytail iguana are extreme endemics that only occur in small 
regions of Honduras and are listed extremely endangered. C. bakeri only occurs in 
mangrove forests on the island of Utila (habitat: 8-10 km, total population approx. 
3000 specimens), C. oedirhina on the island of Roatan (approx. 5000 specimens), 
and C. melanosterna in "Valle de Aguan" and on small coastal islands (approx. 2000 
specimens). The main threat is the small size of the habitat and its destruction and 
hunting for epicurean purposes. There is only little legal trade for live animal keeping 
(usual price: 80-100 USD), and it is difficult to gather data on illegal trade. The 
demand for live specimens of Ctenosaura species is, however, obviously increasing, 
and listing would facilitate control. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Iguanidae 
Proposal  15.12 by Guatemala 
Ctenosaura palearis 
Guatemalan Spiny-tailed Iguana 

 

 
 
Inclusion of the Guatemalan population in Appendix II 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
The Guatemalan Spiny-tailed Iguana lives in "Valle del Motagua" in Guatemala in an 
area of approx. 1000 km² (total population: 5000 individuals). The main threat is 
habitat destruction caused by farming and forestry, and hunting. However, this 
species is also of interest to collectors and terrarium owners, with hundreds of 
individuals being imported above all into the USA every year. Owing to its shyness 
and the size of its body (up to 60 cm), this animal is hard to keep but nevertheless 
popular in the terrarium trade. It is also advertised as requiring no approvals to keep 



it as a pet or certificates. Unfortunately, the proposal does not include the populations 
of Central Honduras. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMPHIBIA 

Hylidae 

Proposal  15.13 by Guatemala, Honduras  and Mexico 
Agalychnis spp. 
Red-eyed tree frogs 

 

 
 
Inclusion in Appendix II 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
The eight species of red-eyed tree frog known so far (Agalychnis annae, A. calcarifer, 
A. callidryas, A. craspedopus, A. litodryas, A. moreletii, A. saltator and A. spurrelli) 
live in subtropical rainforest regions in Central Latin America (Colombia to southern 



Mexico). These attractive tree-top dwellers are found in their spawning areas ï which 
differ greatly depending on species ï mainly during the reproductive season. Its 
habitat has long been fragmented in all countries of origin and drastically decreased 
due to lumbering and forestry. All species have been listed in the IUCNôs Red List. 
An  alarming  population  decline  has  been  observed  particularly  with  Agalychnis 
annae (blue-sided leaf frog; 50 % in the last ten years) and A. moreletii (Moreletôs 
tree frog; 80 % in the last ten years). In addition to habitat destruction and 
contamination of spawning areas, this genus is also particularly badly affected by the 
amphibian epidemic "Chytridiomycosis". This highly infectious fungus disease, 
probably originating from Africa has only been known for around ten years and has 
already eradicated dozens of amphibian species in Central America and Australia. 
The    attractive    golden    toad    of    Costa    Rica    is    also    already    extinct. 
Because red-eyed tree frogs are popular among terrarium owners ï with the USA 
alone importing more than 20,000 individuals every year ï removing the animals from 
the wild and transporting them is already a major factor leading to extinction: 
Contaminated  boots,  nets  and  collecting  containers  are  enough  to  spread  the 
disease to previously unaffected rainforest regions. In addition to listing red-eyed tree 
frogs in CITES, it would be urgently advisable to prohibit all trade in all amphibian 
species in Central America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAUDATA 

Salamandridae 

Proposal 15.14 by Iran 

Neurergus kaiseri 

Kaiser's Spotted Newt 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Inclusion in Appendix I 
 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
This richly coloured endemic newt has a range of only approx. 10 km² in the Zagros 
Mountains of Iran. Due to its low reproductive rate and constant illegal removal from 
the wild there are probably only a maximum of 1000 adult specimens left. The 
species is extremely endangered. The illegal animal trade is to blame, combined with 
smuggling to other countries. People pay up to $350 per specimen for this rare and 
very popular newt. There is no legal trade as this species is strictly protected in Iran. 
A little illegal captive breeding by private individuals is known. The species has 
repeatedly been on sale at pet markets in recent years, with illegal captive-bred 
animals costing 120.-- per specimen. Wild harvesting of this highly endangered 
species must be stopped now. This species meets all criteria for Appendix I listing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELASMOBRANCHII 

CARCHARHINIFORMES 



Sphyrnidae 
 

Carcharhinidae 
 

Proposal  15.15 by Palau and the USA 
 

Sphyrna lewini 
Scalloped hammerhead 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sphyrna mokarran 
Great hammerhead 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Sphyrna zygaena 
Smooth hammerhead 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carcharhinus plumbeus 
Sandbar shark 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Carcharhinus obscurus 
Dusky shark 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Inclusion in Appendix II with the following annotation: 

 
"The entry into effect of the inclusion of these species in Appendix II of CITES will be 
delayed by 18 months to enable Parties to resolve the related technical and 
administrative issues." 



DCSP recommends: Support 
 
Numerous species of shark have been fished completely unchecked for decades, 
mainly for the dorsal fins. This is made worse by high mortality rates caused by 
trawling (bycatch  of  tuna  fishing,  for  example),  contamination  of  coastal  waters, 
"sport" fishing and trade in trophies (mounts, jaws). All of these species occur in 
tropical and temperate zones of the world's oceans and have low reproductive rates. 
Wild populations can thus only recover over a period of several decades. The 
generation time of hammerhead species is approx. twenty years, with reproduction 
usually only every two years. Hammerhead species fins are regarded as extremely 
valuable meat and prices in Japan are in excess of 100 US$/kg. The volume of trade 
per species is hard to determine as often only the generic name "Sphyrna sp." is 
given  in  view of  the  difficulty  in  distinguishing  dorsal fins.  Between  50,000  and 
90,000t of dorsal fins of the most commonly traded species Sphyrna lewini and S. 
zygaena are sold every year. This means 1.3 to 2.7 million individual hammerheads 
every year! 

 
Because of insufficient possibilities of distinction, the seriously endangered great 
hammerhead (S. mokarran) is also affected. This unchecked harvesting from the wild 
has led to a dramatic decline in many regions that is hard to quantify in view of 
inadequate population monitoring. The decline of Atlantic hammerhead species is 
approx.  80%  in  15-20  years,  depending  on  species.  The  decline  of  Pacific 
populations is probably even higher, although pertinent data from most coastal 
regions is insufficient. The situation is comparable with the two Carcharinus species, 
which are, however, less relevant in terms of trade than the hammerhead species 
mentioned. The dusky shark (C. obscurus) is particularly badly affected by trawling 
as a companion of hake, sardine and mackerel schools. Fishing for their equally 
desirable dorsal fins climaxed in the 1980s, after which trade volume dropped 
continuously due to population decline. The common sandbar shark is also regarded 
as endangered, with the population decline estimated at more than 70 % in the past 
decades. 
Moderately effective control of trade in the above species can only be ensured by 
Appendix  II  listing.  A  total  restriction  on  trade  should  be  considered  for  certain 
species in the next few years. 



Proposal  15.16 by Palau and the USA 
Carcharhinus longimanus 
Oceanic whitetip shark 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Inclusion in Appendix II with the following annotation: 

"The entry into effect of the inclusion of Carcharhinus longimanus in Appendix II of CITES 

will be delayed by 18 months to enable Parties to resolve the related technical and 

administrative issues." 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
The Oceanic whitetip shark is one of the most common species of shark and is not as 
badly affected by various environmental deterioration thanks to its primary distribution 
area in open waters. Nevertheless, populations have decreased by an average of 70 
% in recent decades, particularly severely in the tropical and subtropical regions of 
the Pacific and in the Caribbean, where the remaining population shrank to just one 
per cent of its original size. This species is also snared as bycatch of dragnet fishing, 
with several thousand individuals affected by tuna and swordfish species fishing 
every year. The main threat, however, is due to trade in "shark fins", with more than 
one million dorsal fins being imported above all into China and Japan every year. 
However, without suitable control mechanisms, this figure is merely a projection 
based on the weight of imported fins ï another sign that trade in C. longimanus 
needs to be urgently controlled by listing the species in Appendix II. 



Lamnidae 
 

Proposal 15.17 by Palau and Sweden (on behalf of the EU) 
 

Lamna nasus 
Porbeagle 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Inclusion in Appendix II with the following annotation: 

 
"The entry into effect of the inclusion of Lamna nasus in Appendix II of CITES will  be 

delayed by 18 months to enable Parties to resolve related technical and administrative issues, 

such as the possible designation of an additional Management Authority and adoption of 

Customs codes." 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
 
 
 
Listing of the porbeagle in Appendix II also failed by a close margin at the last 
Conference of the Parties, with 58 % votes in favour. The decline of this oceanic 
species that lives in temperate waters is due solely to fishing for its meat and fins. 
The species has one of the lowest reproductive rates of all sharks, with females 
giving  birth  every  1-2  years  to  one  or  two  young  only  at  the  age  of  twenty. 
In the northern hemisphere, the decline of the respective populations has been 
documented to amount to between 50 and 90% over the last three generations. The 
porbeagle shark has become largely extinct in the Mediterranean. Exploitation in 
southern seas, on the other hand, is completely uncontrolled. Due to the decline, it is 
no longer possible to achieve the exports of several thousand tons per year and 
export country that were achieved in previous decades. The fished populations are 
still not being monitored. 



SQUALIFORMES 

Squalidae 

Proposal  15.18 by Palau and Sweden (on behalf of 
the EU) 
Squalus acanthias 
Spiny dogfish 

 

 
 
Inclusion in Appendix II with the following annotation: 

 
"The entry into effect of the inclusion of Squalus acanthias in Appendix II of CITES will  be 

delayed by 18 months to enable Parties to resolve related technical and administrative issues, 

such as the development of stock assessments and collaborative management agreements for 

shared stocks and the possible designation of an additional Scientific or Management 

Authority." 

 

DCSP recommends: Support 
 
Listing of the spiny dogfish in Appendix II failed by a close margin at the last 
Conference of the Parties with 61% of votes in favour, which did nothing to improve 
the population situation of the species. A decline in trade volume in the past few 
years is due to the decline of the population. Unlike many other species of shark, the 
spiny-tailed dogfish is not only fished for fins but also for meat (trade names: 
Schillerlocken, Seeaal, Dornfisch, etc.). 

 
The spiny dogfish also has an extremely low reproduction rate even for sharks (2-11 
young every 2 to 3 years, with a generation time of approx. 10 years). Having its 
habitat in coastal waters, it is exposed to further risks due to pollution and dragnet 
fishing. 
The NE Atlantic population suffered a decline of 95% in the twentieth century, with 
the NW Atlantic population being decimated by 75% in just ten years. Japanese 
fishing fleets are even more efficient, achieving a decline of more than 99% of the 
NW Pacific stock. 


